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Interstate coope?.atioq on an extensive scale is necewkry if -the fishei%es 

of the Middle At1anti.a’ region are to be conserved and fully developed as a source 

of wealth, accbrding to a report published today by the United’ States Departplgnt 

of the Interior in its Co&emation Bulletin series. 

Became most of the fishes that. mrt the &@on’s- fifteelkcmllliolbdol~ 

fisher&es are highly migratory, the various parts of. the region am dependeat on 

i, each 0-r to tin unusual degree for maintiining the populations of fishes and other 
. 

nIeJ$ne J.ife, accord@ to the bulletin, . 
As ci?x3@.8S, it was pointed out that %he same stock of croakers or flounders 

is Caught by the fishermen of different states at different seasons of the yee.2, 

and that the striped bass spawned in the Chesapeake Bay provide most of the fi,shing 

for this species, not only in the Chemqeake, but also farther north along ‘the 

Atlantic coast. 
. 

Entitled HE& and Shellfish of the Middle Atlantic Coast+” he pQblieation 

was written by Re&el L, Carson, aquatic biologist on ‘the staff of the Fish &IA& , 

Wildlife Service, and is illustrated with maps, charts, and drawings of the *$@%Us 

fishes by Katherine L;. Howe. It is the fourth in a reg3cona& series of bul$etins by 

the same author dealing with the fisheries of the U&ted States. 

!I& average pre#af yield of the fisheries from New York ti Virginia was e;barit 

‘L 676. million powads, which broq$t fishermen an Q&me of sqjpro~*gly & &%on !’ 
dd.hrs, Ihe value of %e fisheries di;lrin& l&e war years blals somewhat greater, . # 



.- !I&  M iddle A tlantic. fisheries, unlike those of ‘New England or the Pacific 

coast, are carried on- largely by individual fisherm en or m nall associations of 

fisherm en, About 22,000 m en are engaged fishing in this area. 

The m ost characteristic fishes of the region are \a group of 60 or m ore specie6 

collectively known as shore fishes, whose seasonal m igrations largely determ ine 

the character of the fisheries. !the shorefishes, including flounders, sea trouts, 

croakers, end sea bass, m ove inshore end northward in spring, offshore and south 

in autum n. Althou& their wintering grounds form erly were unknown, for about the 

past fifteen years vessels have been following them  offshore, and extensive winter 

fishing is now carried on 4or g the outer part of the continent4 shelf, 

The m ost valuable fishery resource of the region is the oyster, of &ich the . 
M iddle A tlantic states produce m ore than h&f’ the U, S . crop. The are& also pro- 

vides about two-thirds of the catch of A tlantic coast crabs, m ore than half the 

total catch of m enhaden, and m ost of the shad and river herring, 

m e shellfish resources, according to the bulletin, are suffering from  3aok 

of m anagem ent by m odern scientific m ethods which wouLd improve both the quality 

and quantity of oysters end clams produced, Although recent +ogresk has beefi 

m ade-in som e areas toward the developm ent of a system  of state-m anaged ctititiion, 

the la&s of m ost states of the region prevent the adoption of m odern m ethods of - 
cultiva’tion. I 

The shad end herring fisheries are described as needing strong positive action 

if they are to be saved from  further depletion. Pollution has ruined the’ DeLawe 

River as a spawning place for shad; until the river is cleahed up, there is little 

hope of rebuilding the runs. fn som e of the rfvers, :lems are impassible barriers 

to m igrating fish. As yet, no fishws satisfactory for shad and herring have been 

devised for A tlantic coast streams. 

> 
Copies of npli’sh and Shellfish of the M iddle A tlantic Coast,n designated*‘as 

conservation ‘bulletin 38, m ay be obtained from  the Superintetient of~~Docuobc&s, 
Governm ent Printing Office, ‘~ashingtcn, D, C, for 10 cents each,’ or from  m embers 
of Congress on request. *  F  
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